
October 9, 2018, 2018 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on 

October 9, 2018 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene 

Teague presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Jim Woods, Jennifer 

Bowles, and Kathy Lawson.  Vice Mayor Martin arrived at 7:45pm.  Staff present included City 

Manager Leon Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, 

Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Police Chief Eddie Cassady, 

and Fire Chief Ted Anderson.  

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, 

and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council 

Member Bowles with the following 4-0 recorded vote:  Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor 

Teague, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.  Council 

convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Discussion or consideration of 

the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of publicly held real 

property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining position 

or negotiating strategy of the public body as authorized by Subsection 3, and (B) Discussion or 

consideration of the acquisition of real property for a public purpose, or of the disposition of 

publicly held real property, where discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the 

bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body, as authorized by Subsection 3, 

and (C) Consultation with legal counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or 

consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring 

the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.   At the 

conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that (1) only public 

business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in said Closed 

Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening the Closed 

Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was made by 

Council Member Lawson; seconded by Council Member Bowles, with the following 4-0 

recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague, 

aye; Council Member Woods, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye.    

Council Member Bowles made a motion to appoint Rives Coleman to the Southern 

Virginia Recreation Facilities Authority for a 4-year term ending October 31, 2022.  Council 

Member Woods seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor. 

No other action was taken out of Closed Session. 

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Council Member Woods, 

Mayor Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes from the September 11, 2018 Council Meeting and the 

September 24, 2018 Neighborhood Meeting – Council Member Lawson made a motion to 
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approve the minutes as presented; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor. 

Consider presentation of a proclamation honoring the late Fred Thomas Martin, Sr. – 

Mayor Teague said it was important that Council honor and recognize those residents who 

gave back and cared deeply about Martinsville, the community and the residents.  Teague said 

Martinsville would not be where it is today without Mr. Martin’s vision to see it grow.  Council 

Member Lawson read the proclamation that was presented to Mr. Martin’s family. Ms. Martin 

thanked Council for recognizing her husband. His son stated that the family planned to 

continue Martin’s legacy.  

 

Hear a proclamation read designating October 2018 as Breast Cancer Awareness Month 

in the City of Martinsville. –Vice Mayor Martin read and presented the proclamation to 

representatives of the Coalition of Health and Wellness Committee.  
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Hear a report from representatives of Johnson Controls on measurement and 

verification of the performance contract regarding the recently completed meter and lighting 

replacement project – City Manager Towarnicki reminded Council about the meter and lighting 

replacement projects completed a year ago.  Towarnicki explained that the performance of 

these projects is guaranteed.  Katrina Tatum, representative for Johnson Controls detailed 

past challenges and performance of the projects as well as the cost savings over the past year.  

Council Member Bowles asked Tatum to keep the City up-to-date on any new technology that 

would allow the streetlights to have a wider lit area. Towarnicki explained that the savings 

would cover the debt services and confirmed that the project could be paid for faster because 

of the higher-than-projected cost savings.  The ability to enhance the customer service is an 

important improvement. Towarnicki explained the new project allows the ability to recognize a 

problem like a water leak earlier saving residential expense.  The electric meters also have an 

alert that senses a temperature difference that could prevent property damage or even 

potential fire.    
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Consider approval on second reading, Ordinance 2018 Z-4, Zoning- Architectural 

Review Board membership – City Manager Towarnicki briefly summarized the request for 

change on the ARB membership.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the 

ordinance on second reading; Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor. Council Member Bowles, aye; Council Member Woods, aye; Council 

Member Lawson, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Mayor Teague, aye.  
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Hear information from Fire/EMS regarding ambulance and emergency medical service 

coverage for the City – Fire Chief Anderson detailed the history of Stone Ambulance Service 

that closed on September 19, 2018 and how they served as backup to assist Martinsville EMS 

and Fire departments.  City Manager Towarnicki explained that the City has two ambulances 

that cover calls within the City.  Previously, when both City EMS teams are already on calls, 

Stone Ambulance will cover those additional calls.  On average, the City receives about 180 

calls each year that would have been handled by Stone Ambulance.  By not having Stone 

Ambulance for backup, the opportunity of a patient not receiving critical immediate response 

increases. 94.2% of the calls were handled by the City EMS; all others were referred to Stone 

Ambulance.  



October 9, 2018, 2018 Council Meeting 

 

Consider additional information related to the reversion work session held by City 

Council on September 26, 2018 – City Manager Towarnicki detailed additional information and 

projections related to reversion and the cost to do studies for updated financials and schools.  

Mayor Teague expressed concern about investing in the study if not all Council Members are 

on board with seriously considering reversion. Numerous studies have been completed and 

money invested, but previous Councils have failed to follow through with the steps to revert. 

Former City Mayor Barry Green shared his belief that reversion is the right direction for the 

City.  Council Member Bowles corrected a statement made by Green regarding the African-

American voters and their concern of a diluted minority vote.  Teague explained that the 
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County Board would have to follow federal guidelines to prevent the threat of diluted votes. 

Teague expressed his support to move forward to reversion.  Council Member Bowles 

expressed resident concerns that the African-American community has not received 

representation on City Council in years past and feel that they would not receive acceptable 

representation as a Town.  Bowles expressed support for an updated study but possibly at a 

lower cost. Vice Mayor Martin emphasized that there are three new Council Members that 

have not been on Council during a reversion discussion.  Council Member Woods also 

expressed his support that a new study is needed for a fair consideration for reversion.  

Council Member Lawson says that through financial challenges. The City has come out ok but 

the assumptions should be corrected so that Council can have a more realistic expectation.  

Council Member Woods made a motion to approve the City Manager to go forth with the study, 

Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council voting in favor. 

Consider approval of consent agenda – Finance Director Conover summarized the 

reappropriation request. Mayor Teague asked for an updated financial report and fund balance 

for the next Council meeting.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the consent 

agenda as presented; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with all Council Members voting 

in favor.  
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Consider a request from Martinsville City Schools to use $23,523 from capital reserve to 

cover the cost of roof repairs at Clearview Early Learning Center – City Manager Towarnicki 

explained the request to use the capital reserve to cover school roof repairs.  Council Member 

Lawson made a motion to approve the request; Vice Mayor Martin seconded the motion with 

all Council Members voting in favor. 

Business from the Floor – Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street said residents had concerns 

related to the opioid lawsuit and the cost to the City.  Harris asked Council to make a motion 

to make a contract with all attorneys representing the City to release the contract to the 

residents.  City Attorney Monday explained that the current contract is not FOIA authorized. If 

the City were unsuccessful in the lawsuit then the City would be responsible for costs for 

processing of the suit.  Monday explained that he is not receiving any compensation for the 

lawsuit.   

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Woods attended the VML 

Conference and it was eye opening how well respected Martinsville City Council and staff were 

to others in attendance.  City Attorney Monday did a fantastic job representing the City.  

Woods welcomed the Gardner family to the meeting.  Council Member Lawson reminds 

residents of Second Thursday in Uptown Martinsville, which provides later shopping hours.  

This week is Kiwanis Pancake Day in the Broad Street parking lot. On October 16 from 
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9:00am-1:00pm, Southern States will offer a pesticide disposal day.  Lawson enjoyed the VML 

meeting also especially the session regarding the upcoming census where residents can file 

online.  Council Member Bowles also acknowledged that VML was an amazing experience and 

recognized City Attorney Monday for his speech.  Bowles mentioned the lip-synch challenge 

released by City departments and said she had fun participating. October 16 is the 

LobsterFest to benefit the Martinsville Rotary Club. Last day to register to vote is October 15.  

Vice Mayor Martin said VML was fun and informative and recognized Council Member Woods 

for his outstanding job singing the Star Spangled banner.  Martin says the City is lucky to 

have City Attorney Monday who is highly admired by other locations.  Mayor Teague thanked 

all Council Members for attending VML and says it is noticeable when some Cities have all 

members in attendance versus only one or two representatives.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki said VML sessions are good but 

walking around and talking to vendors to see what is available to benefit Martinsville, as well 

as what other areas are doing that may have some of the same concerns as Martinsville and 

comparing notes of what has worked.  Having those contacts to communicate with in the 

future is also beneficial.  The City has put together a brochure about the new Property 

Maintenance Program that the City will be offering for sale to other communities.  The City has 

put together an Adopt a Street program, the Mason’s Lodge is the first to participate.  The 

World War I and World War II Commission has a mobile trailer display and Martinsville has 

been added to the schedule for Friday December 14 and Saturday December 15 at the 

museum parking lot.  The second piece to the project is to collect photos and memorabilia to 

scan and capture additional information to archive with the intent to capture as much 

information as possible before that generation has passed. 

William Gardner, sophomore at Magna Vista High School is passionate about reversion 

and believes that the decision affects his generation more than anyone else in the room.  He 

appreciates the efforts towards reversion and towards the opioid problem. 

There being no further business, Council Member Lawson made a motion to adjourn 

the meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Bowles with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:50pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


